[Continuous medical care for advanced cancer patients from hospital to home care--what we need is not the "gear change", but we need a continuous palliative care].
The conversion from a treatment that aimed for cure to palliative care for advanced cancer patients is called a "gear change" in Japan. However, what we need is not the "gear change", but we need an establishment of cancer medical system in which palliative care is offered as needed anywhere at anytime. Toward this end, it is important to have a conscious reform effort by oncologists, a promotion of palliative care at hospital and a positive action taken by the hospital to coordinate between the local medical institution, a welfare organization and a nursing organization.